1. Political analysts have identified a significant change in the American public’s level of trust in government over the last 50 years. Please prepare an essay that addresses the following:
· Describe the direction of the change in the American public’s level of trust in government over the last 50 years.
· Discuss some of the most important developments that have caused Americans to reevaluate their feelings toward government.
· Explain why we should care about how much trust citizens have in their government. (What bad consequences result from low trust in government?)
2. Based on your reading of the textbook, explain how are political views formed. Specifically, discuss how agents of socialization such as the family, education, and social groups shape individual opinions.
3. Describe how public opinion is measured and some of the challenges that arise with polling. Specifically, discuss what sampling is, why sampling is used, and how the problems of social desirability effects, selection bias, the bandwagon effect, and push polling undermine survey research.
4. Please prepare an essay that discusses how the media shapes public opinion and policy. Your response must discuss the 3 types of media effects (ways the media shapes public opinion) that the textbook emphasizes. In discussing each of the 3 types of media effects, give a detailed example of each.
Instructions
          Read Chapters 1, 5 and 6 in order to write the essays
Here is the link to the online book: 
https://digital.wwnorton.com/wethepeople11ess
[bookmark: _GoBack]Each of these essays must contain 350 words.
